day or two after the wedding ceremony. It was attempted to be proved, on the part of the Crown, that the cause of Downie's separation from his wife was some doubt which had been thrown on the paternity of the child with which she was then pregnant. This, however, failed, owing to the want of an important letter which Mary Downie had received from her husband, and which was nowhere to be found. The marriage took place in January, and the child was born in the April following. The pannel, although she seems to have avoided proclaiming her situation to all beyond her own family circle, does not appear to have made any concealment of it. Every preparation was made for the event, caps were sewn, chemises bought; all that was wanting was a little piece of flannel, and the prisoner's mother thought she had an old [NOV. petticoat in the house that would do. On the morning of Sunday, 9th April, as she states in her declaration, she rose early to pluck nettles for the kail, thinking, as she Avas not feeling very well, that a walk might do her good. She had hardly, however, got the length of the park behind her mother's house, when she was suddenly seized with the pains of labour, and lying down on the grass, at a place where the field slopes gently downwards, was there delivered of a female child. She then became unconscious, and in that condition remained for about two hours. On coming to herself she saw the body of the child lying at some distance from her, and the after-birth coming away and drawing towards the child. She could not say whether the child was born alive or not; but, on lifting it, it was dead. Hastily taking up the body, she was going with it towards her mother's house, when seeing some men standing at the door, she turned aside, and with a bit of slate scraped a hole in the midden at the back of the house, laid the body in it, and covered it up, where it remained for some days. On being charged with having had a child, by the officers who were sent to inquire into the murder, she at first denied it, but afterwards led the way to the dungstead where the infant wras buried, and pointed out the place to the police-officers, who, procuring a spade, found the body hidden about ten inches below the surface. case that the cord may have been twice twisted round the neck before birth, 1 " A mature male child was brought before us (in January) quite fresh, and with the quite fresh umbilical cord, which was thirty-three inches long, coiled round its neck; the funis was not tied, and its edges were serrated and uneven (torn). The mother was never discovered. The body was seven pounds and three quarters in weight, and twenty inches and a-half in length. Its cranial diameters were rather large, and were respectively three inches and a-half, four inches and a-half, and five inches and a-half. The diameter of the shoulders was also five inches and a-half. There was no trace of injury on the head. There was no proper mark of strangulation round the neck, only on its nape there was a whitish stripe two inches long and three lines broad, not depressed, unecchymosed, and soft to cut. On the right side of the neck there were, close to oneanother, six excoriated patches, each the size of a pea, bright red, and soft to cut, evidently the marks of finger-nails; at the angle of the left lower jaw there was a blue and actually eechymosed patch the size of a sixpence, and on the left cheek another small excoriation like those described. There was nothing remarkable in the abdomen; the urinary bladder was empty; the large intestine, however, was full, and the anus bespattered with meconium. The right lung was of a uniform liver-brown, wholly retracted, and it sank completely in water, even to its smallest portion. 
